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UM Staff Advisory Council Minutes for July 7, 2016 
 
The UM System Staff Advisory Council met on July 7, 2016, at University Hall.   
 
Present: Melanie Barger, Kelli Hathman, Jonas Ditch, Nishant Jain, Leyanna Long, Nancy Tharpe 
Absent: John Layman, Jennifer Oetting 
 
Chair Melanie Barger called the meeting to order at 2:05 p.m.   The minutes from the June 1 
meeting were approved. 
 
Budget Update: No treasurer’s report was given. Kelli and Melanie ordered kickball 
medals/trophy and glass service awards within FY16 budget to take advantage of the FY16 
surplus due to not hosting a picnic in this fiscal year.  
 
Trivia  
We reviewed the trivia event. Everyone thought it was a good event and that questions were 
easier this time. It was suggested that we put a picture from Trivia when we send an email.  
 
Mission Statement 
We came out with a good statement with good backing and direction. It is still flexible and 
open-ended. Supports our mission and justifies our events and activities. Thanks & appreciation 
shared for Mike by SAC team.  
Actionable items: John will put mission and vision on website 
 
Kickball Tournament & Staff Recognition Picnic 
Melanie, Leyanna and Kelli provided updates about planning for Picnic & Kickball Registration 
discussion. There was a lot of discussion, questions and suggestions.  
Kickball tournament  
• Tournament dates: 6-9th September: Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday: Games 
start at 4 pm and an hour long; Friday championship game starts on 2:30 pm, so 
in case we have a double header and we have to play again, Kelli is working on 
an excel sheet. 
• Insurance requirements: Waiver will have to be signed. It was thought to be 
done at t-shirt pick up. Schedule t-shirt pickup for the week of 29th 
• Registration deadline the first week of August; orders placed by August 19th 
• Decided to do Kona Ice at the kickball tournament 
• Donations: Kickballs being donated, First Bank is donating 540 bottles of water 
and giving us $100, AT&T bringing some give aways 
• Water:  will save the donated bottles for championship game and purchase cases 
from Sam’s for the earlier nights. Kelli will check if she can bring a stock tank  
Picnic 
• Catering options were discussed and the decision was to go with the cheaper 
option from Smokin’ Chicks. Leyanna is coordinating the catering and finalizing 
the menu. 
 
Actionable items:  
• Melanie will contact Doug for Kickball & Picnic registration 
• Kelli will set time to go shopping with Jennifer  
• Leyanna to order catering  
• Schedule a meeting with team captains, tournament rules 
 
Staff Recognition/Service Awards 
• Last year we spent $600 on the glass awards, and gave framed certificates for 25 yrs and 
up people. We have the list from HR and have ordered the glass awards.  
• Categories of nominations and awards were discussed and updated.  Plan to drop the 
administrative/director level award as they are recognized in other ways by the 
leadership.  Will align the awards with the new sub function levels, e.g. support task 
expert, rather than previous categories. Awards will remain “Staff Recognition Award” 
rather than assign category labels.  
• In addition to general nominations, we are coordinating with HR to reach out to top 
performers from the annual appraisal process and encourage them to apply for the 
award.  Melanie is coordinating with Shannon Linhaires on that process. 
 
ISAC Report 
Funding was briefly discussed at the last call with most campuses trying to provide engagement 
and recognition with a skeleton budget. All were surprised to learn that MU SAC has a $75,000 
budget and a part-time administrative assistant. 
 
UM SAC – Member nominations 
We will have three vacancies to fill during this year’s elections.  Leyana and Nancy will be 
leaving at the end of their term, and we have a vacancy due to Heather’s lay off. 
 
Meeting adjourned for at 3:15 pm 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Nishant Jain 
Interim Secretary 
